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Postgebiihren fiir Karten und Briefe von Indien
nach Europa um 1900

Herr Bornmann fragt: ,Wer kann mir die Postgebih-
ren flr Karten und Briefe von Indien nach Europa
um 1900 nennen? ©

Unser Tarif-Spezialist Chr. Sperber kennt folgende
Daten:

Aus dem Indian Postal Guide vom Januar 1903:
Seite 30, Randnummer 155 (1): The postage on let-
ters to the United Kingdom and the British posses-
sions is one anna for each half ounce or part of that
weight.

Seite 31, Randnummer 155 (2): The postage on let-
ters for all other countries, with exception of Ceylon
and Portuguese India, is two and a half anna for
each half ounce or part of that weight.

Seite 31, Randnummer 157: Das Postkartenporto
betrug 1 Anna.

Den Angaben im Buch "Nepal Postal History — The
British Indian Post Office in Nepal" von Wolfgang
Hellrigl auf Seite 56 kann man entnehmen, dass
das allgemeine Auslandsbriefporto in dieser Hohe
seit dem 1.1.1891 bestand und dass die Reduktion
fur das Commonwealth zum 25.12.1898 eingefuhrt
worden.

Das Postkartenporto galt ab dem 1.1.1892.

Im Buch "Indian Postal History 1873-1923" von
D.S. Virk werden leider nur die Inlandsgebiihren
(diese allerdings ausfiihrlich) dargestellit.

Herr Bornmann mdchte seine Frage nochmal
konkretisieren mit Hilfe der beigefligten Postkarten
aus Nepal. Er schreibt:

,Die im Buch von Hellrigl aufgeflihrten Portostufen
betreffen nur die ,Foreign Rates to the United King-
dom®. Hier galt 1 Anna fiir das Postkartenporto ab
dem 1.1.1892. Das sind auch die Portostufen des
brit.-indischen Postamts in Kathmandu. Hier liegt ja
fur mich als Nepal-Sammler das Hauptinteresse.
Far die Karte (1) wurde 1 Anna (2 x 2 Anna) akzep-
tiert. Das entspricht dem Indian Postal Guide vom
Januar 1903 (Karte (2) ist mit %2 Anna frankiert).
Karte (3) dagegen wurde mit 2 2 Anna frankiert.

Die Wertstempel der nepalischen Ganzsachen wur-
den vom brit.-indischen Postoffice nicht akzeptiert.
Méglicherweise gab es in Nepal keine klare Anwei-
sung fur Porti nach Europa? Solche Post war ja in
Nepal eine grofle Ausnahme, da das Land fur Euro-
paer verschlossen war. Nach Deutschland existie-
ren z.B. heute nur 1 Brief und 2 Karten, in die
Schweiz gar nur 1 Karte usw.”

Postage rates for cards and letters from India to
Europe about 1900

Our member Mr. Bornmann asks: “Who can supply
me with postage rates for post cards and letters
from India to Europe around 19007?”

Our expert for postal tariffs Chr. Sperber can help
with the following information:

From the Indian Postal Guide valid from January
1903:

Page 30, margin number 155 (1): The postage on
letters to the United Kingdom and the British pos-
sessions is one anna for each half ounce or part of
that weight.

Page 31, margin number 155 (2): The postage on
letters for all other countries, with exception of
Ceylon and Portuguese India, is two and a half anna
for each half ounce or part of that weight.

Page 31, margin number 157: The postage for a
postcard is 1 Anna.

In the book "Nepal Postal History — The British Indi-
an Post Office in Nepal" by Wolfgang Hellrigl we find
on page 56 that the common foreign letter postage
shown above was valid since 1. 1. 1891 and the re-
duction for the Commonwealth was introduced on
25.12.1898.

The postcard postage was valid from 1. 1. 1892.

In the book "Indian Postal History 1873—-1923" by
D.S. Virk unfortunately only the inland postage rates
are shown (these however detailed).

Our member J. Bornmann wants to ask a little bit
more in detail regarding the Nepalese postcards
shown here. He writes:

»1he postage rates shown in the Hellrigl book are
valid for the ,Foreign Rates to the United Kingdom*
only. In this case 1 Anna was valid as postage for a
postcard since 1.1.1892. This too is the postage rate
of the British-Indian post office in Kathmandu. And
this is the main interest for me as a Nepal philatelist.
For the card (1) a postage of 1 Anna (2 x 72 Anna)
was accepted. This is in agreement with the Indian
Postal Guide from January 1903 (card (2) shows a
postage of %2 Anna).

Card (3) in contrast was franked with 2 %2 Anna.

The imprints of the Nepalese postal stationery were
not accepted by the Brit.-Indian post office.

Could it be that a clearly defined tariff for postage to
Europe was not existing?

At least such mail was a rare exception as the coun-
try was forbidden for Europeans. Today only 1 letter
and 2 post cards addressed to Germany are existing
and directed to Switzerland we only know of one
card.”
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Rechts: (1) Karte des Fotografen P.A. Herzog vom
brit.-indischen Postoffice in Nepal in die Schweiz
1901.

Right: (1) Card sent by the photographer P. A. : ﬁ‘m “ﬁt AN of;mé;‘;a
Herzog from the Brit.-Indian post office in Nepal to ﬁmﬂwﬁt QAT qAHE AfggE
Switzerland 1901. : <

Unten rechts: (2) Karte des Fotografen P.A. Herzog
nach Mhow [unten rechts] in Indien.

Below right: (2) Card sent by the photographer P. A.
Herzog to Mhow in India.

Unten: (3) Karte des deutschen Forschungsreisen-
den Dr. Kurt Boeck vom brit.-indischen Postoffice in
Nepal nach Deutschland 1898.

Below: (3) Card from the German explorer Dr. Kurt
Boeck sent from the Brit.-Indian post office in Nepal
to Germany 1898.
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